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Software Reviews/Presentations (Due February 21st)
This project is a solo project. Once you have selected the software package, send an e-mail to cd. There will be one person per piece of software on a first-come-first-serve basis. Then, arrange to pick up your software either off the web, the CCL server, or from the course TAs. If the software is in the form of a CD, be sure to officially sign out the software (with the TAs or with Eric Betzold and send email to cd-fac) and please return it when you are done with your review. Get as familiar as you can with the software. Read related articles if possible. Some supplementary materials are available from us. It’s a good idea to search the web for related materials, projects, and curriculum.
By February 21st at the latest, please email your review to cd-fac. The review should consist of two components:

1)  A written detailed review of the software (at least 5 pages of word-processed text - not e-mail ) answering the questions in the next section in greater depth. In answering these questions, be sure to make reference to the literature we have read in this class. Please include a bibliography as well.

Questions to consider in your review:

• What can the software do? 

• What is the educational/learning goal?

• What is the educational/learning philosophy embedded in the software? (Refer to the literature)

• What are some examples of activities you could give a class using this software? 

• Does the software meet the goal? In what ways and in what ways does it fall short? Discuss conceptual structure, content, process of using software, user interface...

• How would you compare learning this material using the software to off-line approaches?

• To what extent does the software itself do the teaching/learning work? 

• What kind of classroom or learning environment would work with the software?

• Does the nature of the software introduce new content into the curriculum?

• What is foregrounded/backgrounded by the software? Which things become salient and which become hard to see or conceptualize? (This question must be addressed).

2) A small packet of materials which include:

• Easy instructions for getting started with the software.

• Some nice beginning activities.

• A few challenge problems or situations that can be solved or dealt with using the software.

This packet of materials should be sufficiently clear to let someone else from this class get a good sense of what is possible with this software in an hour’s time.

Once the reviews are in, some of you (maybe all) will be selected to present your review to the class.

Presentations
We ask that one person volunteer to present next week (February 15th). After that, there will be 2 presentations a week for the next 3 weeks.
• Please talk to us before making your presentation and we will go over your plan.

• Ask us to help you make sure the software is installed on the laptops before your presentation. 

• Try to keep your in class presentation to 20 minutes in length. Of that time, roughly ~10 minutes or so should be a short demo of the software. The other ~10 minutes should be a mini-lecture by you – an analysis of the software as a learning environment.
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Suggested Software for Review

On http://ccl.northwestern.edu/courses/cd2006/software_review you will find some software you might consider for review. If you are burning to review some other package, you can suggest it for consideration.

There are many ways to access the software of your choice. We recommend that you try to obtain it in this order:

1) Going to the publisher’s website and downloading the most recent version. If they don’t offer a full version, download the demo. If the demo limitations are too annoying for you (save-disabled, for instance), contact the TAs – we might find a way around it.
2) If there is no demo version, or no website is available for that specific software, talk to the TAs. Some programs, such as Geometer’s SketchPad and Fathom, have demo versions only for instructors, so we have downloaded them and can burn a CD for you. Some other programs are older and do not have downloadable versions (MultiMap, for instance), but we could also burn them for you on a CD.

Especially the older software, there might be MacOS vs. OSX or Windows XP issues. Although we tested the software, there are some unpredictable combinations of operating systems and machines that we cannot foresee. Contact the TAs if you experience compatibility problems.
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